AML1 amplification in a case of childhood acute lymphoblastic leukemia.
We report an 8-year-old girl with B-cell acute lymphoblastic leukemia (ALL). The blast cell karyotype at diagnosis included a marker chromosome revealed by fluorescence in situ hybridization to be a derivative of chromosome 21. A high level amplification of the AML1 gene was identified, but it disappeared upon complete remission. This rare but recurrent abnormality warrants research of B-cell ALL, especially when a marker chromosome is present in the blast cell karyotype.